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Ohio Afterschool Network Pitch Challenge: A Window into Students’ Minds

Student videos entered in the Ohio Afterschool Network’s statewide pitch challenge provide a
window into the minds of students and the problems they see in their world.

The Ohio Afterschool Network hosted a Winter Pitch Challenge for Ohio K-12 students; over 80
students submitted  60-90 second videos pitching solutions to problems they want to solve.
While many students pitched business ideas, a number pitched solutions to social issues.

Depression and anxiety and other issues brought on or exacerbated by the pandemic were
addressed. Pitches were made for products and services that sought to solve them: a positive
text messaging service; scented and textured slime designed to reduce stress and anxiety
through manipulation; fashion designs to improve confidence and mood; on demand art and
mural creation to elevate the spirits, and a restaurant specializing in happiness.

Social and health solutions included:
● Hair bands with embedded GPS technology to stop sexual trafficking
● Compostable 6-pack rings to reduce impact of plastic rings on the environment
● An app that matches volunteers with opportunities to serve
● A mentoring service for teens to provide financial advice, encouragement
● A device and app that monitors nicotine levels in wearer allowing smokers to gradually

decrease cigarettes smoked
● A monitoring device that goes in sports helmets and relays information about force of

impact to coaches to reduce concussions and brain injuries
● Refillable, customizable lip balm to reduce plastic single-use applicators
● A reusable water bottle that tracks steps and hydration
● A chewing gum that harnesses nutrients in onions to support oral health
● Prescription dosing device for dementia patients
● An app for those who have been oppressed
● A board game designed to help players learn about different cultures with the goal of

reducing racism
● A water filtration system for those without access to safe drinking water

Ohio Afterschool Network
74 W. William Street, Room 104

Delaware, OH 43015
https://www.oanohio.org

(833) OAN-OHIO

https://www.oanohio.org


Today’s students are already thinking like problem solvers - they see the challenges in their
communities and the wider world. They are actively using their ingenuity and passion, seeking
solutions to address these challenges. The Ohio Afterschool Network (OAN) commends all the
students who submitted their pitches and encourages them to continue using their
entrepreneurial mindsets to solve programs.

The Ohio Afterschool Network Pitch Challenge was created in 2020 to help students develop
and flex their entrepreneurial mindset including resourcefulness, opportunity seeking, curiosity,
adaptability, grit and other skills that enable them to flourish in times of change and uncertainty -
made even more essential by the pandemic. The entrepreneurial mindset is not just for
entrepreneurs; it’s one that is highly sought after by employers and helps people of all ages be
successful in school, work and life. Read more about the OAN Winter Pitch Challenge on the
OAN website.

The Ohio Afterschool Network recognizes that children, youth and teens learn all the time, not
just when in school, and works with school districts, community-and faith-based organizations to
provide high-quality learning and development opportunities including free entrepreneur
education resources. OAN also advocates to ensure all Ohio students have access to
high-quality summer and afterschool programs.

For more information or to add free, fun and easy-to-facilitate entrepreneur education to a
summer or afterschool program, contact Liz Nusken, OAN Entrepreneur Education Consultant,
liz@oanohio.org.

The OAN Winter Pitch Challenge was made possible with funding from the C. S. Mott
Foundation and support from the Young Entrepreneur Institute and Ohio STEM Learning
Network.
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Ohio Afterschool Network Pitch Challenge: A Window into our Students’ World

Depression and anxiety and other issues brought on or exacerbated by the pandemic were
addressed.

Pitches were made for products and services that sought to solve them: a positive text
messaging service; scented and textured slime designed to reduce stress and anxiety through
manipulation; fashion designs to improve confidence and mood; on demand art and mural
creation to elevate the spirits, and a restaurant specializing in happiness.

Student videos entered in the Ohio Afterschool Network’s statewide pitch challenge provide a
window into the minds of students and the problems they see in their world.

The Ohio Afterschool Network hosted a Winter Pitch Challenge for Ohio K-12 students; over 80
students submitted  60-90 second videos pitching solutions to problems they want to solve.
While many students pitched business ideas, a number pitched solutions to social issues.
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